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DRASTIC DECREES AFFECT IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 


Crisis Suspends Food Exports; Lifts Import Duties 


Acute shortages of consumer products and resultant 
inflation led the Brazilian government to take extraor- 
dinary measures in August to protect home consump- 
tion by placing embargoes on many exports of prime 
necessities and lifting duties on many imports of simi- 
lar goods. Brazil’s unstinted cooperation with the 
United States and her Allies during the war is felt to 
be directly responsible for the present emergency. 
Sacrificing home needs to the common cause, Brazil 
had no choice but to allow her transportation system 
to deteriorate for lack of unobtainable replacements of 
rolling stock and equipment and permit food and fuel 
shortages to mount so as not to place an additional! 
supply strain on the joint effort of the Allies. During 
the first year of peace it was hoped that some of these 
grave shortages would be overcome and that shipping 
and land transportation would be available to provide 


As a result the black market has flourished and the 
home market has been deprived of many of the neces- 
sities of life. This intolerable situation led the govern- 
ment to take drastic measures to ease the crisis some- 
what and bring prices down. UNRRA was another 
drain on Brazil’s food supplies, but even under the 
present emergency, provision is made for fulfilling 
these commitments. (See BraziL1AN BULLETIN, Sept. 
1. 1946, p. 1.) 
Exports Exceed Imports 

Brazilian exports last year totalled $609,875.500, 
which exceeds the 1944 total by $73,550,050. Exports 
have already reached $190,017,100 in the first quarter 
of 1946 with no corresponding increase in imports of 
vitally needed commodities. The resulting inflation 
caused the closing of a number of Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo stores and the government has moved 
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the Brazilian market with desperately needed machin- against the black market which had capitalized on the 
ery, tools and foods. This has not been possible. Short- scarcities. 


According to reliable sources Brazil imported 173,241 
tons of foodstuffs worth $20,010,050 during the first 
quarter of 1946. During the same period of 1945, while 
the war was still raging, she imported 397,000 tons of 
foodstuffs worth $28,480,000. Thus there is indicated a 
dangerous decline in imported foodstuffs amounting to 


ages are more acute than ever and there is little 
prospect of filling Brazilian needs in the near future. 
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Reliable reports from Brazil indicate that prices are 
up to an alarming level—300% above normal. Taking 
advantage of the acute scarcities of prime necessities, 
some unscrupulous profiteers have made the black 
market into an institution for falsifying all kinds of 
goods, including medicines, and have circumvented the 
government's previous measures to control inflation 
through price regulation, supervision and analysis of 
commodities markets. Recognizing the inadequacy of 
its previous measures, the government decided to 
adopt drastic methods and launched an attack upon 
the problem at its source—scarcity of prime neces- 
sities. The new decrees affect imports and exports of 
foodstuffs and other articles of prime necessity com- 
plementing the previous ban on the export of textiles, 
which has been extended 90 days bevond the original 
expiration date of August 1. 

Decree Provisions 

Under the provisions of Decree-Law (No. 9,647) 
signed by President Eurico Gaspar Dutra on August 
22, the Ministers of Agriculture and Finance are re- 
quired to make immediate surveys of the needs for 
domestic consumption of articles of prime necessity 
and of Brazilian stocks on hand. During the period of 
the survey a ban is placed on the export of all articles 
of prime necessity including raw or processed hides 
and wood. The Finance Ministry is empowered to list 
the articles to be included and to expand or contract 
the list as the situation warrants. It was also provided 
that the Finance Minister might make exceptions for 
UNRRA and for those exports guaranteed by inter- 
national treaty or agreement. These exceptions must, 
however, be approved by the President of the Re- 
public. (See list below.) 

Just before this another Decree-Law was signed lift- 
ing import duties on articles of prime necessity. Al- 
though the full text of this decree has not vet been 
received, its provisions are that all customs duties on 
imported foodstuffs shall be suspended until December 
31, 1946. Suspension of duties includes consumers’ im- 
port taxes as well. It is also provided that the Finance 
Ministry shall increase or decrease the list of exemp- 
tions as in the decree affecting exports. The provisions 
of this act are also extended to those materials which 
have already arrived in Brazilian ports and have not 
vet passed through customs. Scrap iron and steel were 
specifically exempted from customs duties by this 
decree and the Finance Ministry subsequently an- 
nounced the list of exempted products including foods 
in short supply, soap, sodium chloride, potassium, and 
matches. 

To the Central Price Commission was left the duty 
of reporting its weekly list of recommendations to the 
Ministry of Labor. This list is to include the articles 
to be exempted from payment of import duties and 
specification of weights, measures, quantities, prices, 
destination and importing houses involved. Customs 
officials will be held responsible for any unnecessary 
delays in granting exemptions, all customs difficulties 
to be referred to the chief of the customs house and, 


when no decision is reached by him or the Director of 
Customs, to the Finance Minister. (See list of exemp- 
tions below.) 

Goods exempted from payment of customs duties: 


Serap iron and steel, food fowls, goat meat, mutton and_ pork, 
lard, fresh, dried and jerked meats, pickled, preserved or smoked 
meats, fresh milk, condensed or powdered milk in bulk or tablets 
with or without sugar, butter, cheese, margerine, all dairy products, 
eggs, fresh or frozen fish, animal fats, fresh and dried fruits, almonds, 
cocoanuts and other nuts, olives, flour, oats, rye and barley. fresh 
or canned tomatoes, wheat, cereals, garden vegetables, bran. rice, 
maté, vermicelli, garlic, onions, cottonseed oil, olive oil, vinegar, 
soap, sodium chloride, potassium and matches. 


Goods banned for export: 

All products of prime necessity exempted from import duties and 
consumers taxes as enumerated by the Ministry of Finance on 
\ugust 21 (see above) plus the following: 

Sugar—crude, brown or refined (as listed in article 274 of the 
Tariff Code) . 

Fertilizers—all those made from slaughterhouse residues which are 
rich in proteins (article 83 of the Tariff Code) . 

Almonds and cocoanuts, babact, ouricury (licuri), palm, tucum 
and copra (article 254) . 

Starches—scraped or powdered, made of manioc or wheat flour 
and including arrowroot (article 241). 

Burlap and sacking—in sacks or bolts (article 525, second para- 
graph, and article 526 of the Code) . 

Rice—shelled and unshelled or floured (article 233). 

Potatoes—in food form of any kind (article 255) . 

Shoes-—cowhide (article 50) . 

Cotton seed— (article 254) . 

Cement—all types and qualities (article 582). 

Hides—cow and pig hides, crude, with or without bristles. green. 
dried. salted or dry-salted, stretched, tanned, polished or dyed 
(articles 36 and 37). 

Spices—cinnamon, Cassia, mace, nutmeg, peppers and pimentos 
(articles 255, 271, 272 and 273). 

Bran and meal—wheat. cotton, castorbean, peanut (articles 244 
and 265). 

Ground meats for animal foods. 

Bone flour or meal with any quantity of phosphorus appearing 
as tricalcic acid (article 83). 

Beans—black, white, manteiga, mulatinho, fradinho, etc. (article 
235). 

Cotton threads—any type or quality (article 429). 

Rayon threads—any type or quality (article 486) . 

Meat animals—all products and sub-products used for food 
(article 5). 

Note: Exempted as exceptions at the discretion of the Minister of 
Agriculture are all meats, products and sub-products of cattle 
slaughtered in Rio Grande do Sul and exported from the ports of 
that state under the provisions of Decree-Law No. 9.187 of April 
15, 1946, and those meats, products and sub-products used for food 
which were processed before the enactment of Decree-Law No. 9,116 
of April 1, 1946 as referred to in the Agriculture Minister's proviso 
No. 1.150 approved on August 12, 1946, by the President of the 
Republic. 

Lentils, peas, etc. (article 240). 

Woods—crude, pressed, carved, veneered or in any way improved 
(article 294). 

Maize—popcorn, parched maize or pounded corn (article 237). 

Peanut oil—crude or refined (article 266) . 

Vegetable oils—cocoanut, babaci, ouricury, palm, tucum, and 
copra article 266) . 

Phosphate bone fertilizers (articles 83 and 936) . 

Note: Exception is made for long or hard bones used for indus- 
trial purposes, joints for making gelatine or cola; animal foods whose 
bone meal composition does not exceed a tricalcic acid composition 
of 26%. 

Tires and inner tubes—any kind or quality (article 1,783). 

Scrap metal parts—any kind and manufacture not of service in 
manufactures. Aluminum, lead, tin, nickel and zine (articles 648. 
676, 695, 715, 734 and 792). 

Animal fats—greases—compressed, odorless and tasteless (article 
109). 

Oiticica seeds (article 254) . 

Serap iron (article 798) . 

Hogs and all pork products destined for food use (article 5). 

Note: Exception is made at the discretion of the Minister of Agri- 
culture for pork derivatives prepared for food use before the issuance 
of Decree-Law No. 9,575 on August 12, 1946. 
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Cotton textiles—for clothing and other uses as well as fancy work. 

Note: Exception is made for knit hose and passementerie (class 
l4a of the Tariff Code) . 

Popular textile products—including yard goods, towels, coverlets 
class I4a), crude cotton, calico, cambric, cotton drill (includes 
khaki and all light or dark colors) , white and dyed linens, chambray, 
cotton flannel, made for home consumption under specifications fixed 
by the Executive Commission for Textiles—CETEX. 

All goods with more than 20% rayon content (class 7a of the 
Tariff Code) . 

Cottonseed, castor bean, peanut, linseed or soya bean cakes 
article 265) . 

7 ” * 


SAO PAULO'S 1945 BUSINESS 


In the Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica 
survey covering the industrial city of Sao Paulo and 
the nearby town of Santo André business increases 
similar to those of 1945 in the Federal District were 
noted. Total value of Sao Paulo sales in 1945 was 
Cr$33,515,000,000 ($1,675,.750,000) , a marked rise over 
the 1944 figure of Cr$29,005,000,000 ($1,450,250,000) . 
The average monthly value of Sao Paulo sales was 
Cr$2,793,000,000 ($139,650,000) as compared with the 
1944 average of Cr$2.471,100,000 ($123,555,000). As 
in the case of the figures for the Federal District, the 
Sao Paulo rise is due more to a general price increase 
than to any other factor. Sales to the government 
amounted to Cr$855,900,000 ($42,795,000) or about 
2.67, of the total. The monthly average of government 
sales, however, increased from Cr$45,100,000 ($2,255,- 
000) in 1944 to Cr$71,300,000 ($3,565,000) in 1945. 

Wage Payments Increase 50% 

The average monthly wage payments for 1945 were 
Cr$310,000,000 ($15,500,000) as compared with the 
1944 average which was Cr$219.100,000 ($10.955.000) . 
A breakdown of the 1945 figure reveals that 75% went 
for payrolls; 9.15% for employees’ bonuses and com- 
missions; 8.31% in commissions to middlemen, and 
9.1% to partners and owners. 

1945 Figures for Profits, Costs and Taxes 

Profits and dividends distributed during 1945 
amounted to Cr$723,100,000 ($36,155,000) — with 
monthly averages ranging between Cr$11,800,000 
($590,000) and Cr$129,100,000 ($6,455,000) . 

Costs of raw materials, fuel and power used by 
industrial concerns only in 1945 rose to Cr$7,709.400,- 
000 ($385,470,000) . 

Taxes paid were classified as follows: Import duties, 
9.51; consumers’ tax, 43.64; income, 12.41; sales, 22.78; 
industries and professions, 2.89; excess profits, 8.77. 

Note: For similar figures for Rio de Janeiro see BRAzILIAN BULLE- 


TIN, September 1, 1946, p. 3. 
* - * 


1945 AND '46 COASTAL TRADE FIGURES 

The various regions of Brazil trading with each other 
during 1945 showed the following exchange percent- 
ages: North—5.45% imports and 3.6% exports. North- 
east—12.28% and 26.56% respectively. East—44.07% 
and 20.11%. South—28.13% and 49.73%. Central West 
—0.07% (imports); this region had no appreciable 
exports. 

Rising prices during the year brought about a steady 
increase in the value of coastwise trade but the volume 








of this internal exchange of goods did not keep pace 
with the increase in value. The total amount of this 
trade, according to the Brazilian Geographical and 
Statistical Institute, showed a slight decrease in ton- 
nage from 1944 to 1945 based on the first 11 months of 
the vear. The figure for 1944 was 3,066,910 tons while 
that for 1945 was 3,052,936. The value, however, in- 
creased from $509,545 to $569,885. The total increase 
for 1945 over 1944 was, therefore, 8.348 tons and a 
little over $60,000. 

A comparison of figures for the first quarter of 1946 
with similar ones from 1945 yields the following results: 
live animals 109 tons (1945), 220 tons (1946); animal, 
vegetable and mineral products, textiles and other raw 
materials, 540,076 tons (1945), 548,054 tons (1946): 
vegetable and animal foods, liquors, 505,893 (1945) , 
425,279 (1946); manufactured goods and miscellane- 
ous products, 122,129 (1945), 120,884 (1946). Total 
figures for the first quarter of 1945 equal 1,168,207 
tons and a value of $202,116 as compared with the 
1946 total of 1,092,437 tons and $210,792. 

* * * 


CONSUMER TAX REVENUES RISE 


According to the data furnished by the Rio de 
Janeiro Revenue Office, as reported by O Economista 
of May, 1946, the consumers’ tax vielded a steadily in- 
creasing revenue for each month of 1945. The average 
for Rio was approximately $26,250 per month while 


o>? 


that in Sao Paulo was $35,500. The figures in cruzeiros: 


Month Rio de Janeiro Sao Paulo 
January $48,591 619,775 
February 155,277 625,240 
March 162,359 627,570 
April 488,344 667 257 
May 505,056 682,447 
June 519,702 707,725 
July 539.034 730,480 
August 551,850 760,146 
September 563,413 785,626 
October 585,149 $23,718 
November 603.845 852,918 
December 619,384 881.647 

+ + * 


BRAZILIAN-CANADIAN TRADE 

It is expected that Canada will export $100,000,000 
worth of goods to Latin America in 1946. Buyers from 
every country south of the United States have visited 
Canada during the past seven months but many have 
been unable to make the desired purchases because of 
Canadian shortages of food, textiles and steel. As a 
result Canada has a substantial backlog of Latin Amer- 
ican orders. 

Although Brazil is Canada’s best customer, Mexico 
takes the widest variety of products. It is acknowl- 
edged in Montreal that nearly all the republics of 
Central and South America expect to enter a period of 
increased industrialization furnishing the Dominion 
with a market for machinery and manufactures for 
many years to come. Rio’s Jornal do Commércio stated 
on July 28 that Brazilian shipments to Canada during 
the month of May, 1946, reached a total value of 
$1,162,312, which is four times Brazil’s shipments to 
Canada in 1945. 
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ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


Coal Production Rises 

Coal production in Brazil during the first quarter of 
1945 amounted to 1,958,909 tons, valued at over 210 
million cruzeiros ($10,500,000 dollars). according to 
figures just released by the Brazilian Geographical and 
Statistical Institute. This represents a considerable in- 
crease over the same period in 1944, when total pro- 
duction was 1,855,591 tons, and is not far below the 
1945 record of 2,078,256 tons. 

Rio Grande do Sul accounted for 1,140,075 tons. 
Santa Catarina 692,856 tons, Parana, 107,208, and 
Sao Paulo for 18,770 tons during the first quarter of 
1945. 

Though coal mining in Brazil showed an upward 
trend even before 1940, it was during this vear that, 
spurred by war-time requirements, production showed 
a quick increase. With the heavy demand for coal by 
the Volta Redonda Steel mill, as well as by industry 
in general, Brazilian coal may now be mined in ever- 
increasing quantities. 

(For a study of Brazil's coal resources and output 
prior to the period under review, see BRAZILIAN 
BULLETIN of June 1, 1946—No. 59.) 

Note: According to official figures released by the Brazilian 
government the country imported 598.277 tons of coal in 1945. Of 
this total 516956 came from the United States, 94.494 from the 
Union of South Africa, and 86.827 from Mozambique. Imports o! 
foundry coke were 17.517 metric tons of which 5,031 tons were im- 


ported from the U. S.. 12,403 from the Union of South Africa and 
the rest from the Netherlands West Indies 


* * 7 


Brazil Ranks Third in 1945 U. S. Imports 

The United States took 49% of all Brazilian 
exports in 1945, Britain 12% and Argentina 2.6%. 
Coffee alone amounted to $181,461,145 of the total 
value of U.S. imports from Brazil. The amount of in- 
crease over 1944 was approximately $18,500,000 for 
total U.S. imports from Brazil. During the whole of 
1945 the eleven leading suppliers of the U.S. according 
to rank in dollar value of imports were: Canada ($1 
hillion 128 million), Cuba ($338 million), Brazil ($311 
million), Mexico ($231 million), India and dependen- 
cies ($173 million), Argentina ($170 million), Chile 
($137 million), Australia ($126 million), Union of 
South Africa ($104 million), Colombia ($103 million) . 
and the United Kingdom ($88 million). 


7. * * 


Rio Grande do Sul Leads in Wineries 

The wine industry now provides one of the most 
lucrative sources of revenue to the Brazilian govern- 
ment. With the Fermentation Institute having intro- 
duced new techniques into wine processing, there are 
now 4,375 wineries in Brazil registered by law with it. 
Rio Grande do Sul leads with 2,997 and is followed by 
Minas Gerais with 458; the State of Sao Paulo has 
263; Parana, 185; Ceara, 131; Pernambuco, 95; Santa 
Catarina, 74; Rio de Janeiro, 48; and Baia, 35. The 
remaining 89 wineries are scattered among other states 
none of which has more than 20. 


Santos Oils Exports for First Half of 1946 

In view of the ban on export of vegetable and essen- 
tial oils (see page 1) it is interesting to note the offi- 
cial figures for these exports from Santos during the 
first half of 1946. 


Type Kilograms Type Kilograms 
Mint 105,588 Eucalyptus 4,538 
Castor 632,130 Cocoanut 44,802 
Sassafras 111,065 Citronella 2,802 
Citrus 65,782 Cottonseed 37.800 
Ouricury 140,569 Cabriuva 258 
Vetiver 73,810 Bergamot 23 
Rosewood 3,256 


The total value of these shipments from Santos was 
$517,429. 

Note: For a picture of 1945 oil exports from Brazil see BRaziLian 
Butietin, July 15, 1946, p. 1. 


* * * 
Peruvian Steamship Line 
Begins Amazon Service 
The first sailings from New York to Amazon inland 
ports will begin September 21, according to an an- 
nouncement made by the Stockard Steamship Com- 
pany of New York which is acting as agent for the 
Peruvian government-sponsored Compania Peruana 
de Vaporves. Sailing under the trade name, Peruvian- 
Amazon River Line, the S.S. Perene will sail in Sep- 
tember to be followed by the S.S. Ucayali some time 
later. Future sailings are expected to be monthly and 
ports of call along the Amazon will be Belém and 
Manaus in Brazil and Iquitos in Peru. The distance 
from the mouth of the Amazon to Iquitos is two thou- 
sand miles. It is expected that rates will conform to 
the provisions of the River Plate and Brazil confer- 
ences. 
* * * 
Banks Increase Capital 
The Finance Ministry authorized an increase in 
capitalization for the following banking institutions: 
Manoel C. de Carvalho (capital doubled from Cr$1.- 
000,000) and the Banco de Crédito Territorial (also 
doubled from Cr$600,000). It also approved the gen- 
eral reform of the Banco Popular de Campina Grande 
charter as well as an increase in its capitalization from 
Cr$600,000 to Cr85,000,000. These authorizations were 
issued in May. 
* * * 
New Packaging Materials Plant 
Vpiranga Engenharia Industrial S.A. of Sao Paulo 
has just completed arrangements with Milprint, Inc., 
of Milwaukee for setting up a new plant in Sao Paulo 
for making cellophane and other packaging materials. 
Milprint do Brasil will be headed by Carlos O. Reich- 
enbach, president of Companhia Lithographica Y p- 
ranga, said to be the oldest and largest printing plant 
in Brazil. Associated with him will be Dr. Rubem 
Cattan, an engineer authority on metals and alloys 
who is president of Industrial Novitas Ltda. and 
Moveis de Aco Fiel Ltda. The New York representa- 
tive of Y piranga Engenharia Industrial S.A. is Thomas 
Duckworth, 11 Broadway, New York 4, N. Y. 
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Decree-Law Regulates 
Import Exchange Procedures 

Presidential Decree-Law number 9,523 of July 26. 
which appeared the next day in the Didrio Oficial. 
makes the following provisions: 

“Article 1. Liquid payment for imported merchan- 
dise should be made within thirty days from dispatch 
from customs. 

“Paragraph 1. Exceptions will be made in those 
cases where contracts provide for longer periods. 

“Paragraph 2. In these cases Banking Fiscalization 
(Fiscalizacdo Bancaria) will permit liquidation on thi 
date specified in the contract. 

“Article 2. This Decree-Law shall go into effect on 
the date of its publication and revokes all previous 
contrary laws.” 

* * * 


Amazonas Gets Public Utilities Loan 

The Diario dos Estados of Rio reported that Fed- 
eral Interventor Julio Nery of Amazonas stated in 
Manaus that Aristides Rocha, Director of the Manaus 
Tramways Company, and Firmo Dutra, Director of 
the Banco da Borracha, had signed an agreement 
whereby the bank will lend the company Cr$2 million 
($50,000) with which to buy wood fuel in order to 
tide over an emergency. The fuel will be used for 
streetcars, light and power. 


NEW BOOKS 


Publishers are generously furnishing us with review 
copies of important books on Brazil and other South 
American countries in English, Portuguese and Span- 
ish. We feel that the readers of the Brazmian BULLE- 
TIN would like to know about these books so we are 
passing on the necessary information in this Book 
Review Section which will appear from time to time. 

Brazil, People and Institutions by T. Lynn Smith. 
Louisiana State University Press, 843 p. ($6.50). is an 
impressive volume in which the well-known sociologist 
and author traces the sociological development of 
Brazil from the discovery to the present day. It in- 
cludes an interesting introduction, conclusion and 
glossary and is written in an academic but not unin- 
teresting stvle. Professor Smith’s book is, on the whole. 
a remarkable piece of research, representing the first 
American publication of a conscientious study of 
Brazilian rural life, problems and development. 

Seven Keys to Brazil by Vera Kelsey, Funk and 
Wagnalls, N. Y., 314 pages ($3.00), has appeared in 
a revised edition (1946) as a successor to the reprint 
of the second edition, revised (1945). This book is 
filled with historical, folkloric and sociological data. 
It has notes, a bibliography and some excellent photo- 
graphs. 

Panorama do Brasil by Emil L. Jordan, F. S. Crofts 
and Co., N. Y., 1946, edited by Arnaldo S. Pessoa, is a 
200-page Portuguese reader for second semester college 


Sr. Nery also reported that the President of the Re- 
public has authorized the Finance Ministry to permit 
the amortization of the now-outstanding federal loan 
to Amazonas on a basis of payment of Cr$2 million 
annually. 

* * * 


Timbé Culture Gets State and Federal Aid 


Since rotenone has now been proved to be one of the 
most effective poisons in combatting insects and cold- 
blooded animals and has the added advantage of being 
non-toxic to plants and warm-blooded animals, culti- 
vation of timbo, from which the poison is derived, is 
now being protected by the state government and its 
export is being regulated by the federal government of 
Brazil. 

Analyses made by the Brazilian Ministry of Agri- 
culture have resulted in an estimate that 2.47 acres 
planted with timbo will produce 7,000 kilos of roots 
or one ton of rotenone. The State of Para has intro- 
duced measures to assure favorable cultivation. At the 
same time the federal government has fixed three 
standard types of timbo for export, as follows: 1) 
powdered root with a minimum rotenone content of 
5%: 2) powdered root with a minimum rotenone con- 
tent of 4%, and 3) root in pieces with a rotenone 
content of 2%. Shipping must be in Kraft paper bags 
and wooden boxes with the rotenone content noted on 
an official certificate. 


ON BRAZIL 


students of Portuguese, combining some of the best 
features of the “area studies” system with the latest 
language teaching techniques. The book has a fore- 
word, directions for use in developing mastery of 
Portuguese and a 25-page Portuguese-English voca- 
bulary. It also has a few interesting maps and illustra- 
tions. The text deals with the history of Brazil and 
its sociological, artistic and economic development. 

Air Travel Guide to Latin America by Ivan Bullot, 
Franklin Watts, Inc., N. Y., 1946 ($5.00), is a 369-page 
air travel guide containing information on airlines, 
hotel accommodations, restaurants, sporting events 
and festivals. The author has included a few black and 
white maps of important air routes and important 
cities in Latin America. 


Opportunities in Latin America by Ralph Hancock, 
Duel, Sloan and Pierce, N. Y., 1946 ($3.00), 278 pages. 
This is one of the publisher's “Essential Books” series 
and is divided into chapters treating of inter-American 
relations, postwar prospects, social welfare, transporta- 
tion and communication, industrial power, agriculture, 
manufacturing, mining and petroleum, forest products, 
fisheries, trade and travel. There is a series of maps 
used by courtesy of the Office of Inter-American Af- 
fairs and an appendix which includes some elementary 
statistics and other information about the 20 republics 
of Latin America. 
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VIEWS FROM THE BRAZILIAN PRESS 


U. S. Export Rations 

Olimpio Guilherme in Sao Paulo’s Folha da Manha 
said in an editorial that U.S. export rations and gov- 
regulations designed to protect the home 
market had thrown Brazilian importers off balance. 
The writer saw the reasons for U.S. export quota regu- 
lations as the U.S. government's desire to protect the 
domestic market from short supply of vital goods and 
to break bottlenecks. Because of OPA, said the edi- 
torial, many Americans found it more advantageous 
to export their products, sometimes in a. slightly 
changed form, than to sell on the home market. As an 
example of this Senhor Guilherme said that it was 
more profitable for American dairy producers to make 
milk into plastic materials than sell it in bottles. It 
was also much more profitable to sell hose on the for- 
eign market than at home. 

Although he deplored the inflationary prices de- 
manded in Latin America for American goods under 
the old system, the writer felt that the export quota 
plan would gravely affect Brazil, especially in her 
attempts to import American iron and steel products. 
machines, electrical equipment and accessories. 


ernment 


Price Inflation Deplored 

Afranio C. Melo, writing in O Jornal of Rio on July 
28. pointed to the tremendous increase in price levels 
in Brazil from 1988 on. He called for an equalization 
of supply and demand and a governmental attack on 
the black market. By this he did not mean that the 
black market is an affair for the police alone, but felt 
that there should be a closer parallel between the 
official prices quoted by government control bureaus 
and prices actually charged the public for neces- 
sities. The writer listed common foods with their nor- 
mal 1938 prices and contrasted those of 1945. Sugar 
was up from Cr$1.34 to Cr#2.92, rice from Cr$1.42 to 
Cr$2.83, wheat flour from Cr$1.71 to Cr83.21 and 
butter from Cr89.13 to Cr$24.24—all prices quoted per 
pound. Senhor Melo went on to make clear that these 
1945 prices quoted do not show the vicious effect of 
the black market where the prices demanded are really 
fantastic. He made some comparisons of present-day 
prices for necessities in various parts of Brazil as ex- 
emplified by the official price of potatoes in Florian- 


oo 


opolis (Cr$1.58 per pound) and in Manaus (Cr$10.53) . 





© Jornal Opposes Textile Export Ban 

Assis Chateaubriand, writing in O Jornal of Rio 
during July, stated that the government should not 
delay a single day longer in rescinding the ban on tex- 
tile exports. Pointing to the cotton textile industry's 
contribution of approximately $150,000.0600 to the 
government’s foreign exchange surplus which helps to 
“fortify” the foreign position of the cruzeiro, the 
writer said that Brazil must hold her hard-won foreign 
textile markets at any cost. These foreign markets 
would bring in some $60,000,000 in credits which Brazil 


might well use for the purchase of plows, tractors. 
trucks, gasoline and highway equipment, said Cha- 
teaubriand. 


Note: Braziuian Buiietix, June 15, 1946, carried a news item 
noting the extension of the cotton textile export ban for 90 days 
bevond August 1. 


Coffee Exports Reach 7'/2Million Bags 


According to the Jornal do Comercio of Rio, Brazil- 
ian coffee exporters are exerting every effort to recover 
more of their war-lost overseas markets. From January 
to June of the current year, said the Jornal, Europe 
received 1,169,710 bags of Brazilian coffee; Africa, 
128.312; Asia, 42,207; North and Central America, 
5.940.184; South America, 370,364. This makes a grand 
total of 7.650.777 bags. (At this rate the 1945 total of 
14.172.052 bags will be exceeded.—Ed.) 

The paper added that significant increases were 
shown in the amount of coffee exported to Egypt and 
Morocco and that North American purchases had in- 
creased by 681,322 bags over the 1945 figure for the 
first half of the year. It also pointed out that the in- 
crease for South America is due largely to increased 
Argentine purchases. 





Note: The standard weight for a bag of Brazilian coffee is 132 
pounds. 


Neglected Goiaz Riches 

A special dispatch to A Noite of Rio from Goiania 
on July 29 pointed out the riches of the State of Goiaz 
with special mention of tobacco, quinces, rubber and 
babacu nuts. The paper stated that Goiaz tobacco is 
renowned throughout Brazil and that the industry 
supports thousands of workers on vast tobacco planta- 
tions in the state. Production is at a minimum, how- 
ever, since the industry is producing without proper 
tools or assistance from the outside of any kind. 

Goiaz’ rubber trees, which are native to it, produce 
a latex from which fine quality rubber is produced, but 
this industry also languishes from lack of assistance to 
workers and management. As a result there is no profit 
to be made in the industry here. A third great natural! 
source of wealth in Goiaz is the babact nut whose oil 
is of incalculable value to world trade. In the northern 
part of the state, however, said A Noite, production 
is losing ground, presumably from lack of help from the 
outside. 


Protection for Inventors 

Diario da Noite of Rio printed on July 20 a dispatch 
from Recife noting a communication by one José 
Augusto Faria, a technician of Pernambuco and well- 
known inventor of machines for improving Brazilian 
fibers, to the Constituent Assembly petitioning the 
delegates to make provisions in the new constitution 
for protecting Brazilian inventors who give their in- 
ventions to the government for the benefit of the 
public. 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 


The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau has received the following inquiries from businessmen in Brazil, 


| —_—_—_—— who desire to export or import the products listed below. We suggest that the parties interested write 


directly to these firms, via airmail, as well as to this office. at 551 Fifth Avenue. New York 17. N. ¥. 


The Following Brazilian Firms 
Wish to Export to the United States: 


Semi-Precious Stones (Aquamarines; Beryls; Ame- 
thysts; Topazes; Tourmalines; Opals)—Brasil- 
vana Exportadora Ltda., Caixa Postal 1855, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. (Cable address: BRASILVA). 


Cashew Nuts and Other Brazilian Products— 
Costa Santos & Cia., Ltda., Rua Venancio 
Neiva 319, Campina Grande, Paraiba, Brazil. 
‘Cable address: REO). 


Sanitary Ware and Associated Articles; Tiles; 
Cutlery—Sociedade de Representagdes, Im- 
portagao e Exportagao ‘Mercator Ltda.,"' Ca- 
ixa Postal 4000, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (Cable 
address: MERCEXPORT). 


Onyx and Semi-Precious Stones—Samue! Schor, 
Ave. Graga Aranha 206 (Sala 312), Rio de Jan- 
eiro, Brazil. (Mr. Schor is now in New York, 
where he expects to remain until about Octo- 
ber 20th, and will accept inquiries c/o Char- 
mant Modes, Inc., 530 Seventh Ave., New 
York 18, N. Y)). 


Oils; Waxes; Resins and Other Brazilian Vege- 
table Products—Emprésa Nacional de Inter- 
cambio Comercial, Rua Pedro | No. 4, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. This firm also wishes to repre- 
sent American manufacturers of Automobiles; 
Automobile Accessories; Motorcycles; Lubri- 
cating Oils; Metallurgical Products. (Cable ad- 
dress: ENAICO). 


Nutria Furs—Bernardo da Costa Lobo, Caixa 
Postal 238, Rio Grande, Rio Grande do Sul, 
Brazil. This firm also wishes to represent manu- 
facturer and/or exporter of U. S$. Merchandise 
in General. (Cable address: LOBOS). 


Umbrella Handles Covered with Pigskin, Suede, 
Alligator, Lizard, Ete.—H. |. Zinner, Rua Con- 
selheiro Crispiniano 404 (Sala 712), Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. Please contact agent in U. S., Mr. A. O. 
Bittner, 270 Lafayette St., Rm. 207, New York 
12, N. Y. Mr. Bittner will also consider buying 
Household Knife Blades and Cotton Remnants 
of Not Less Than 9 Feet in Length. 


Tung, Linseed, Oiticica and Other Brazilian Oils; 
Waxes; Woods; Precious and Semi-Precious 
Stones; Ete.—Ambralta Importacgao e Exporta- 
cao Ltda., Av. Nilo Pecanha 12 (Sala 1007), 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. This firm is also inter- 
ested in representing manufacturer or exporter 
of U. S. Merchandise in General. (Cable ad- 
dress: AMBRALTA). 


Brazilian Merchandise in General—F. Ramos & 
Cia., Rua Duque de Caxias 557, Jodo Pessoa, 
Paraiba, Brazil. This firm is also interested in 
importing U. S. Merchandise in General. (Cable 
address: MUJAFE). 


Rotenone; Pyrethrin; Nicotine (for the Manufac- 
ture of Insecticides, Fungicides and Germi- 


cides}—Rotenona do Brasil Ltda., Caixa Pos- 
tal 303, S&o Paulo, Brazil. (Cable address: 
ROTENONA). 


Brazilian Merchandise in General—Sociedade In- 
ternacional de Representacdes Ltda., Rua da 
Quitanda |11 (4th and.), Rio de Janeiro, Bra- 
zil. This firm also wishes to represent American 
manufacturer or exporter. (Cable address: IM- 


PERATOR). 


The Following Brazilian Firms 
Wish to Import from the United States: 


Home, Portable and Automobile Radios; Refrig- 
erators; Household Appliances; China; Glass; 
Electrical Appliances; Typewriters; Cash Regis- 
ters; Calculating Machines; Office Appliances; 
Engines; Batteries; Small Automobiles; Motor- 
cycles—Costa Santos & Cia. Ltda., Rua Ven- 
ancio Neiva 319, Campina Grande, Paraiba, 


Brazil. (Cable address: REO). 


Mechanical and Plastic Toys; Costume Jewelry; 
Novelties; Box Type Cameras—Otica Béa Vista 
Ltda., Rua Assembleia | 11 (sob.), Rio de Jan- 


eiro, Brazil. 


Glass and Lucite Articles; Girdles; Ladies’ Bags 
and Novelties—Representacdes Norte-Ameri- 
canas Ltda., Caixa Postal 3991, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. (Cable address: PANSOCIATE). 


Foodstuffs; Hardware; Machinery; Plastic Mater- 
ialk—Sociedade de Representagdes Importa- 
¢40 e Exportagao ‘Mercator Ltda.'', Caixa Pos- 
tal 4000, Rio de Janeiro, Brazi!. (Cable address: 
MERCEXPORT). Also interested in represent- 
ing U. S. manufacturers. 


Foodstuffs (Including Fruit Preserves; Jams; Pow- 
dered and Condensed Milk); Wheat Flour— 
Sorocabana Exportadora e Importadora Ltda., 
Avenida Rio Branco 10 (IIth and.), Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. (Cable address: SOROCAFE). 


Galvanized and Black Steel Pipes; Copper Plates; 
Brass; Zinc; Heavy Hardware for Ship-Yards 
and Road Building; Conduits—Fornecedora e 
Instaladora Comércio Federal Ltda., Rua Sete 
de Setembro 65 (8th Pav.), Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. (Cable address: COMORE). 


Costume Jewelry; Imitation Pearl Necklaces; Ex- 
pandable Wrist-Watch Bands; Plastic Bags; 
Novelties—Moreira, Vilaca & Cia., Caixa Pos- 
tal 826, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. (Cable ad- 
dress: MORVIL). 


Printing Machinery; Airmail and Bond Stationery 
Paper—Joao Chapon & Filho, Caixa Postal 
173, Pelotas, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. (Cable 
address: CHAPON). 


Rayon Yarn—Said J. Sallum, Caixa Postal 4926, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil (Cable address: SALLUM). 


Electrical Appliances; Photographic Materials; 
Household Appliances; Novelties—Manfredo 
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Carlos V. Buettner, Caixa Postal 6022, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. (Cable address: ORALLES). 


Radios; Typewriters; Motorcycles; Bicycles; Etc. 
—Sampaio & Irmaos Rubin, Rua Visc. R. Bran- 
co 233, Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


Wheat Flour—Gidto Tribuzi & Cia., Caixa Postal 
40, S. Luiz, Maranh&o, Brazil. (Cable address: 
LUNAR). 


Radios; Refrigerators and Other Electrical Home 
Appliances for Reasonably Prompt Delivery. 
Also Wishes to Represent Manufacturers and/ 
or Exclusive Distributors of American Merchan- 
dise in General—Samue! Schor, Ave. Graga 
Aranha 206 (Sala 312), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
(Mr. Schor is now in New York, where he ex- 
pects to remain until about October 20th, and 
will consider offers c/o Charmant Modes, Inc.., 
530 Seventh Ave., New York 18, N. Y,). 


Small, Modern Industry Wanted, including all the 
Necessary Equipment, which must be in Good, 
Working Condition, Costing around $100,000. 
The product involved must be one easily salable 
in Brazil—Salim Jacob & Sobrinhos, Rua José 
Antonio Coelho 198, S80 Paulo, Brazil. (Mr. 
Assad Abrahao, member of this firm, is now in 
New York, where he expects to remain until 
about the end of October, and will consider 
offers c/o Brazilian Government Trade Bureau 
551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y,). 


Housebuilding Materials (Sanitary Equipment; 
Tiles; Cement; Paints; Varnishes; Etc.}—F. A. 
Costa & Cia., Caixa Postal 5686, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. (Cable addres: FALCOS). 


Complete Machinery for Cotton Spinning and 
Weaving, or for Spinning only. This Machinery 
Must be Brand-New, aioraliie or Used, But 
in Good Working Condition—Fabrica Ipiranga 
de Juta, Ltda., Rua Sao Bento 290, Sado Paulo, 
Brazil. (Mr. Michel Haddad, head of this firm, 
is now in New York, where he expects to re- 
main until about the end of October, and will 
consider offers c/o Brazilian Government Trade 
Bureau, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.). 


Silicon Sheets; Electric Cords; Tin Plate Strips; 
Brass Sheets; Black and Polished Iron Plates; 
Monophasic Motors; Heavy Conduits; Insulat- 
ing Tape; Ete.—Industrias Brasileiras Electro- 
Magneticas S. A. and Cia. Mercantil Santa 
Abele, of Sao Paulo. Please contact Mr. Max- 
imo Guerrini, member of these firms, who will 
arrive in New York on or about September 
25th, and who will consider offers c/o Mr. O. A. 
Bittner, 270 Lafayette St., Rm. 207, New York 
2. Nw. Y. 


The Following Brazilian Firms Wish to 
Represent American Manufacturers: 


Hardware; lron and Steel Products; Automobile 
Parts and Accessories; Barbed and Smooth 
Wire; "Ford" and "Chevrolet" Reconditioned 
Motors for Automobiles and Trucks; New and 
Reconditioned Typewriters and Sewing Ma- 


CONTINUED 





chines; Bicycles; Motorcycles; Cement; Wheat 
Flour; Ete.—Joao Munhéz & Cia., Caixa Postal! 
586, Fortaleza, Ceara, Brazil. (Cable address: 
JOMUNHOZ). 


Hardware; Tools; Construction Materials in Gen- 
eral; Industrial Appliances; Toys; Textiles; 
Dress-Making Materials: Fertilizers; Foodstuffs 
—Otto Owert, Caixa Postal 5891, Sado Paulo, 
Brazil. (Cab'e address: TREVOTO). 


Radios; Electrical Appliances; Typewriters; Cam- 
eras; Automobiles; Househo'd Appliances; Ce- 
ment; Wheat Flour; Ete.—Agostinho Mendon- 
ca & Cia., Caixa Postal 487, Fortaleza, Cearé, 
Brazil. (Cable address: AGOSTINHO). 


Galvanized and Black Steel Plates and Pipes; Iron 
in the Following Shapes: "L", "T", "U"; Barbed 
and Smooth Wire; Metals (Silver Ingots; Alumi- 
num; Copper; Tin); Copper Plates and Pipes; 
Galvanized Joints; Monophasic Motors; Small 
Diesel and Gasoline Generators; Motor Gen- 
erators for Galvanizing Purposes; Radios; 
Household Refrigerators, Vacuum Cleaners and 
Electrical Appliances in General; Bicycles; 
Motorcycles; Cameras; Photographic Mater- 
ials ree sel Motion Picture Films); 8mm and 
16mm Silent and Sound Projectors; Novelties— 
Armando Carbone, Caixa Postal 5956, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. (Cable address: REARCA). 


Textile Machinery and Accessories; Agricultural 
Implements and Associated Lines (including 
Grain Processing Machinery) — |mportadora 
Meridional Maquinas Ltda., Rua Riachuelo 64, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (Cable address: FRAN- 
CIPE). 


Radios—Francisco de Assis Leitao, Rua da Im- 
peratriz 131 (2nd and.), Recife, Pernambuco 
Brazil. Wishes exclusive agency for Pernam- 
buco, Paraiba, Alagéas, Rio Grande do Norte. 
(Cable address: FRANSLE)). 

U. S. Merchandise in General—J. Macédo & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 367, Fortaleza, Ceara, Brazil. 
Wishes exclusive agency for Cearé, Piaui, Mar- 


anhao. (Cable address: JOMACEDO). 


Miscellaneous: 


Cement Plant in Brazil wants a capable technician 
at once to take charge of the assembly of a 
cement plant in Brazil. Preference will be given 
to applicant able to become its production 
manager immediately after completion of the 
installation. All applications, which must be ac- 
companied by the necessary references, should 
be addressed to the Brazilian-American Business 
Co., 19 West 44th St., New York 17, N. Y. 

This office has been advised by the Fifth Avenue 
Translation Bureau, 505 Fifth Avenue, New York 
17, N. Y., that they wish to offer their services 
to all U. S. manufacturers and businessmen in- 
terested in translation work, from and into Por- 
tuguese. They will take care of letters, reports, 
etc., as well as editing and doing composition 


work on their own. Please address all inquiries 
to: Miss Selma Babad. 
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